
 

Part One – March through July 

Having had a very good show at both Dallas and Vegas everyone was eagerly anticipating the start of 

the 2012 season. However the weather was very inclement, large storms were followed by long 

periods of dry. The rains eventually ending in mid-March, unusually early for the Zambezi Valley, it 

looked like it would be another dry year. The hunting season started out as always with PAC and 

scaring of elephants out of the local crops as well as ensuring that the two camps, Mukanga and 

Matombo were in good condition for the start of a busy season for Gavin Rorke Safaris.  

Our river camp Matombo is now into its second 

season and has become a fantastic camp, providing 

excellent hunting along the banks of the Zambezi, 

stunning views of the Zambezi River and excellent 

fishing all resulting in fond memories of hunting 

with Gavin Rorke Safaris. 

Below: Fantastic Zambezi valley sunset  

Above: View of the Zambezi River from 

Matombo Camp 

. 



Although the rains stopped early the bush was still very thick come the end of April and the start of 

the hunting. In the coming two months there were a lot of successful hunts resulting in some 

fantastic trophies, photographs and memories taken home. So far this season we have been 

privileged enough to witness a number of fantastic events throughout the changing season; wild 

dogs killing bushbuck in camp on two separate occasions, the male impalas rutting, a number of 

leopard sightings during daylight hours, many excellent up close encounters with elephant bulls and 

many up close and personal encounters with lions whilst hunting. 

 

 

Above: Two impala rams fight for 

dominance over one another. 

Left: An elephant bull shows his 

intimidating size 

 

Above: A pack of six wild dogs take 

down a male bushbuck on the 

lawns of Mukanga camp. 

Right: A male leopard poses for a 

few photographs before vanishing 

into the scrub. 



 

There is nothing quite like the thrill of hunting the African elephant, especially in the Zambezi Valley, 

from the first sight of those gigantic feet imprinted into the soft sand, the immense tracking ability 

to follow for miles on end with all senses strained trying to pinpoint and approach these magnificent 

beasts. Early season is the time for elephant in the Valley, with ample water and fresh vegetation 

around it is the ideal time for hunting trophy bull elephants. By mid July all of our allotted elephants 

had been dropped and a number of fantastic stories coming from very happy clients who had either 

had the privilege to hunt their first elephants in Africa or those who had come back to experience 

the wonders of elephant hunting again.    

Left:  Monty Kalogeras with his 

wonderful trophy bull elephant 

taken with a 500 A-Square. 

Below left: Steve and Nancy Hopkins 

with their fantastic elephant bull 

taken with a Heym 450-400 double. 

Below Right: A fantastic example of 

a Zambezi bull elephant. 



The start of the season has resulted in fantastic buffalo hunting, the majority of our buffalo shot 

have been dagga boys, either alone or in bachelor herds, some bachelor herds containing ten 

individuals. Taking these dagga boys ensures that we are not taking breeding bulls and meaning we 

do not disturbing the breeding herds. So far we have managed to drop fourteen of our allotted 

quota for the season, all of them fantastic trophies. 

 

Above left: Kevin 

Robertson with the 

fantastic ‘buffalo 

bend’ dagga boy. 

Above: Jose Bravo 

with his monstrous 

43.5” buffalo. 

Left: Bryce Phillips, 

having braved the 

buffalo beans he was 

rewarded with this 

fantastic buffalo. 



The cat hunting has also been fantastic in the past three months, with two of our leopards having 

been shot and one of the lions also in the bag. We have been struggling to keep enough meat up for 

baits with the amount of cat activity that has been observed whilst hunting cats in our river side 

concession. In two months we managed to identify eighteen different leopards, ten of these being 

males. We were able to have the rare privilege of selecting which cat we wanted to sit for. Whilst 

hunting buffalo we have observed lion tracks following nearly every herd of buffalo, and Gavin 

bumped a pride of seven lions which were in Gavin’s words,  ‘not very happy to see us’, one lioness 

stopping her charge a mere three meters away. 

  

Top: Monty Kalogeras and his leopard 

Left: Tayyab Bukhari and his huge lion, 

with and SCI measurement of 26. 

Above right: Tayyab Bukhari and his 

beautiful male leopard. 



We were privileged enough to be joined by Dr. Kevin ‘Doctari’ Robertson a qualified veterinarian, 

author of a number of books on hunting in Africa and a fully licensed Zimbabwean PH. He came to us 

on a triple buffalo hunt as well as intending to test a number of new Northfork bullet designs, which 

he was heavily involved in the design of. He also wished to introduce to the hunting community the 

Zambezi MacNab, the African equivalent of the Scottish MacNab which requires one individual to 

shoot a red stag, grouse and catch a salmon all in one day. Having established we had none of the 

aforementioned species we decided that; a land mammal, game bird and an aquatic animal, to 

include hippo, crocodiles and fish would count towards the Zambezi MacNab.  

Having shot a wonderful buffalo, and adding to it a dove on the trip back to camp, Kevin was able to 

complete his Zambezi MacNab by catching a chessa fish. This feat was also completed by Carson 

Phillips who was also on the same safari, bagging himself a zebra, crocodile and francolin to also 

complete his MacNab.  

 

 

 

We were very unfortunate to have a terrible accident in which our field manager and professional 

hunter, Anthony Howland, was sadly accidentally shot in his right arm. He was evacuated to Harare 

by MARS air ambulance but sadly the damage had already been done and he had to have his arm 

amputated above the elbow. He is however in fine spirits and has been back to the bush since the 

incident and cannot wait to get back into the hunting.  

Above: Kevin with his animals allowing him to complete the first Zambezi MacNab. 

Below: Carson also managed to complete a variation of the MacNab a few days later. 



 

Thanks very much for all the support! Keep your eyes open for the next 

instalment for 2012 which will be out soon. Safe and Happy hunting. 

Gavin Rorke and the Team 

Website : www.gavinrorkesafaris.com 

Gavin Rorke :  gavin@gavinrorkesafaris.com  Debbie Rorke :  debbie@gavinrorkesafaris.com 
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